INNOVATION SHOWCASE

MQ-9B SKYGUARDIAN
MEETS CANADA’S MULTI-MISSION REQUIREMENTS

General Atomics

C

anada is interested in procuring unmanned aircraft that will
provide persistent Intelligence,
ties as part of a Canadian defence policy
initiative. With discussions still ongoing,

right solution for Canada.
In addition to meeting the Canadian
development program, which has already
will include Canadian industry partners
for the sustainment and development of
for other Predator series aircraft as well.

mission capability and provides a sustainCanada. “It’s interoperable with existing
with low acquisition cost and sustainment.”

Multi-mission

incorporates enhancements to support mission capability, global industrial expertise,
and unfettered access to national and inusers include the United States, United
Kingdom, Italy, France and Spain.

SkyGuardian and its nine hardpoints provide unmatched configurability to meet
an operator’s mission requirements. In
features a high performance 360° multipatrol and maritime surveillance missions,
maritime operations called the Sea-

nautical mile mission radius combined
launch and recovery of the aircraft from
a hospitable forward operating base. The
needed at the launch and recovery site.

Certifiable

ing airworthiness certification with Sky-

radar kit containing a 360° multi-mode
maritime radar fielded on U.S. Department of Homeland Security Predator B
aircraft. This same kit can be fitted to

lision avoidance, as well as going beyond
today’s manned aircraft requirements with

support a host of maritime radars facilitating long-range surveillance, coastal
surveillance, small target detection, and
search and rescue operations. Maritime
configured aircraft would also be fitted

Control Station (GCS) has been modified
to meet approval requirements, with some
hardware changes required for flight-critical functions, similar to what is seen on
today’s modern business aircraft.

identification of vessels.

Canadian Arctic

The challenges Canadian defence faces in
erage, and inhospitable conditions that
prevent traditional staffing and logistics
approaches. Designed for all-weather oplenges. It is equipped with a proven ice
protection system that has been successfully employed with the U.S. military.

data-link that operates above 70° north,
while maintaining command and control

Performance
the performance and capabilities of the
baseline aircraft. Longer-span wings fitted with winglets allow nearly 1,360 kg
(3,000 lb) of additional fuel to be carried
configuration improves from 27 hours to
more than 40 hours. This increase allows
of roles and to operate in difficult-to-reach
regions.
SkyGuardian offers customers unmatched per¬sistence, versatility and costeffectiveness across a broad spectrum of requirements. Having already been selected
www.vanguardcanada.com
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